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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Request for Continued Examination 

1 . This action is issued in response to applicant's Request for Continued Examination 
filed 6/3/04. 

2. Independent claims 1,11,17,23 were amended. None were added. None were 
deleted. 

3. Claims 1-25 as amended, are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. Claims 1-25 as amended, are rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over 
Rivera(2002/0 107699) in view of Katz(US 2002/0174000). The rejection as cited in the 
Final Office Action(Paper #4) is maintained with remaining modifications as cited 

addressing the amended independent claims. \ 

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 

5. (AMENDED) As per claim 1 Rivera teaches an electronic purchasing and 

procurement system(Abstract) and a content mapping module (data manager) for 
mapping electronic purchase requisition applications content of a first data format 
processed internally to a second data format and a database capable of storing data 
descriptors describing the contents of the purchase requisition where said data base is 
capable of storing data object and attributes pertinent to the electronic purchase 
requisition application content and applications content translation logic translating 
applications content into a third format(claim 16). Rivera also teaches an applications 
content configuration module coupled to the application content mapping 
module(detailed description) and an extensible module capable of including predefined 
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data descriptors and data formatting logic(paragraph 0047) and predefined tag 
information(product identifiers) as well as mapping logic for automatically mapping index 
information of the first data format into tag information of the second data 
format(detailed description) as well as a server coupled to the XML content mapper and 
a plurality of goods and services catalog residing in a database in the server each of 
catalogs comprising unique goods and services identification parameters and an XML 
content translator and a document exchange framework module coupled to the content 
mapping module. (Detailed description) as well as the application content configuration 
module being capable of being an executable text file. Rivera does not specifically teach 
utilizing tags of the first data format to determine corresponding data objects and 
selectively retrieve one or more the data objects and attributes according to a flag. Katz 
teaches this(Abstract)(Fig2)(Fig 3A)(Fig 3B)(Fig 5)(Fig 7 A/1 38/1 40/1 42/1 44/1 46)(Fig 
7B/1 86/1 84/1 82/1 80/1 78/1 76)(Fig 7D) as well as analyzing internal and external 
data(claim 1)(claim 91) and utilizing alerts(claim 18) according to customizable 
conditions(claim 19) as well as processing data into software modules wherein one or 
more software modules processing a first action of a workflow process into a second 
action of a workflow process(claims 129-1 31 ).Katz further teaches messaging which 
may incorporate tags(paragraph 0068). Katz further teaches embodiments of data both 
internal and external(paragraphs 0086-0129) as well as generating documents that can 
be passed as input to any of the systems that utilize internal data(paragraph 140) and 
generating a document that can be passed as input to any of the systems that contain 
external data(paragraph 141)and generating output in a format suitable for direct input 
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to any of the systems that contain internal data(paragraph 142) and generating output in 
a form suitable for direct input to any of the systems that contain external 
data(paragraph 143).Katz also teaches mapping and transformation of data(paragraph 
0180) whereby a transformation of mapping data from source objects to target objects 
and applying conversions to the data(paragraph 0180) and a transform module(176) 
that generates scripts that perform the loading. Katz also teaches internal data is 
formatted in XML as well as a transform module that aggregates and normalizes the 
XML data so that extracted internal data conforms to a format compatible with the 
schema in the discover database(paragraphs 0190-0194) as well as for external 
data(paragraphs 0205) which may include third party formatting. Additionally Katz 
further teaches that the load module must identify the appropriate destination of internal 
and external data (paragraph 0213).Katz teaches matching internal products with 
external products which requires tagging(paragraph 0246-0247). It would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to combine Rivera in view of 
Katz to teach the disclosure. The motivation to combine is to teach an electronic 
purchasing system which integrates external and internal data required by companies to 
gain insights into business demands and requirements as enunciated by Katz(page 2 
(0010)). 

6. (AMENDED) As per claim 1 1 Rivera teaches the electronic purchasing and 
procurement system(Abstract). As per claim 1 Rivera teaches an electronic purchasing 
and procurement system(Abstract) and a content mapping module (data manager) for 
mapping electronic purchase requisition applications content of a first data format 
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processed internally to a second data format and a database capable of storing data 
descriptors describing the contents of the purchase requisition where said data base is 
capable of storing data object and attributes pertinent to the electronic purchase 
requisition application content and applications content translation logic translating 
applications content into a third format(claim 16). Rivera also teaches an applications 
content configuration module coupled to the application content mapping 
module(detailed description) and an extensible module capable of including predefined 
data descriptors and data formatting logic(paragraph 0047) and predefined tag 
information(product identifiers) as well as mapping logic for automatically mapping index 
information of the first data format into tag information of the second data 
format(detailed description) as well as a server coupled to the XML content mapper and 
a plurality of goods and services catalog residing in a database in the server each of 
catalogs comprising unique goods and services identification parameters and an XML 
content translator and a document exchange framework module coupled to the content 
mapping module(Detailed description) as well as the application content configuration 
module being capable of being an executable text file. Rivera does not specifically teach 
a mapping of tag information of the inbound extensible markup language(XML) data to 
intermediary XML data and a procurement system according to a flag for the outbound 
XML data wherein said flag indicates whether or not a corresponding data object or 
attribute is to be presented in said outbound XML data. Katz teaches 
this(Abstract)(Fig2)(Fig 3A)(Fig 3B)(Fig 5)(Fig 7A/1 38/1 40/1 42/1 44/1 46)(Fig 
7B/1 86/1 84/1 82/1 80/1 78/1 76)(Fig 7D) as well as analyzing internal and external 
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data(claim 1)(ciaim 91) and utilizing alerts(claim 18) according to customizable 
conditions(claim 19) as well as processing data into software modules wherein one or 
more software modules processing a first action of a workflow process into a second 
action of a workflow process(claims 129-1 31 ).Katz further teaches messaging which 
may incorporate tags(paragraph 0068). Katz further teaches embodiments of data both 
internal and external(paragraphs 0086-0129) as well as generating documents that can 
be passed as input to any of the systems that utilize internal data(paragraph 140) and 
generating a document that can be passed as input to any of the systems that contain 
external data(paragraph 141)and generating output in a format suitable for direct input 
to any of the systems that contain internal data(paragraph 142) and generating output in 
a form suitable for direct input to any of the systems that contain external 
data(paragraph 143).Katz also teaches mapping and transformation of data(paragraph 
0180) whereby a transformation of mapping data from source objects to target objects 
and applying conversions to the data(paragraph 0180) and a transform module(176) 
that may generate scripts that perform the loading mapping of tag information of 
inbound extensible markup language(XML) data and a procurement system according 
to a flag for the outbound XML data. Katz also teaches internal data is formatted in XML 
as well as a transform module that aggregates and normalizes the XML data so that 
extracted internal data conforms to a format compatible with the schema in the discover 
database(paragraphs 0190-0194) as well as for external data(paragraphs 0205) which 
may include third party formatting and wherein a flag may be utilized as is customary on 
the art to indicate whether or not a corresponding data object or attribute is to be 
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presented in said outbound XML data. Additionally Katz further teaches that the load 
module must identify the appropriate destination of internal and external data 
(paragraph 021 3). Katz teaches matching internal products with external products which 
requires tagging(paragraph 0246-0247). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the 
art at the time of the invention to combine Rivera in view of Katz to teach the disclosure. 
The motivation to combine is to teach an electronic purchasing system which integrates 
external and internal data required by companies to gain insights into business 
demands and requirements as enunciated by Katz(page 2 (0010)). 
7. (AMENDED) As per claim 17 Rivera teaches an electronic purchasing and 
procurement system(Abstract). As per claim 1 Rivera teaches an electronic purchasing 
and procurement system(Abstract) and a content mapping module (data manager) for 
mapping electronic purchase requisition applications content of a first data format 
processed internally to a second data format and a database capable of storing data 
descriptors describing the contents of the purchase requisition where said data base is 
capable of storing data object and attributes pertinent to the electronic purchase 
requisition application content and applications content translation logic translating 
applications content into a third format(claim 16). Rivera also teaches an applications 
content configuration module coupled to the application content mapping 
module(detailed description) and an extensible module capable of including predefined 
data descriptors and data formatting logic(paragraph 0047) and predefined tag 
information(product identifiers) as well as mapping logic for automatically mapping index 
information of the first data format into tag information of the second data 
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format(detailed description) as well as a server coupled to the XML content mapper and 
a plurality of goods and services catalog residing in a database in the server each of 
catalogs comprising unique goods and services identification parameters and an XML 
content translator and a document exchange framework module coupled to the content 
mapping module( Detailed description) as well as the application content configuration 
module being capable of being an executable text file. Rivera does not specifically teach 
generating an intermediary XML data of a second type by mapping tags of said in- 
bound XML data to determine data objects corresponding to said intermediate XML 
data. Katz teaches this(Abstract)(Fig2)(Fig 3A)(Fig 3B)(Fig 5)(Fig 
7A/1 38/1 40/1 42/1 44/1 46)(Fig 7B/1 86/1 84/1 82/1 80/1 78/1 76)(Fig 7D) as well as 
analyzing internal and external data(claim 1)(claim 91) and utilizing alerts(claim 18) 
according to customizable conditions(claim 19) as well as processing data into software 
modules wherein one or more software modules processing a first action of a workflow 
process into a second action of a workflow process(claims 129-1 31 ).Katz further 
teaches messaging which may incorporate tags(paragraph 0068). Katz further teaches 
embodiments of data both internal and external(paragraphs 0086-0129) as well as 
generating documents that can be passed as input to any of the systems that utilize 
internal data(paragraph 140) and generating a document that can be passed as input to 
any of the systems that contain external data(paragraph 141)and generating output in a 
format suitable for direct input to any of the systems that contain internal 
data(paragraph 142) and generating output in a form suitable for direct input to any of 
the systems that contain external data(paragraph 143).Katz also teaches mapping and 



Application/Control Number: 09/982,210 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3625 

transformation of data(paragraph 0180) whereby a transformation of mapping data from 
source objects to target objects and applying conversions to the data(paragraph 0180) 
and a transform module(176) that generates scripts that perform the loading. Katz also 
teaches that internal data is formatted in XML as well as a transform module that 
aggregates and normalizes the XML data so that extracted internal data conforms to a 
format compatible with the schema in the discovery database(paragraphs 0190-0194) 
and generating an intermediary XML data of a second type of said in-bound XML data 
to determine data objects corresponding to said intermediate XML data as well as for 
external data(paragraphs 0205) which may include third party formatting which could 
utilize tags. Additionally Katz further teaches that the load module must identify the 
appropriate destination of internal and external data (paragraph 0213).Katz teaches 
matching internal products with external products which requires tagging(paragraph 
0246-0247). It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine Rivera in view of Katz to teach the disclosure. The motivation to 
combine is to teach an electronic purchasing system which integrates external and 
internal data required by companies to gain insights into business demands and 
requirements as enunciated by Katz(page 2 (0010)). 
8. (AMENDED) As per claim 23 Rivera teaches an electronic purchasing and 
procurement system(Abstract). As per claim 1 Rivera teaches an electronic purchasing 
and procurement system (Abstract) and a content mapping module (data manager) for 
mapping electronic purchase requisition applications content of a first data format 
processed internally to a second data format and a database capable of storing data 
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descriptors describing the contents of the purchase requisition where said data base is 
capable of storing data object and attributes pertinent to the electronic purchase 
requisition application content and applications content translation logic translating 
applications content into a third format(claim 16). Rivera also teaches an applications 
content configuration module coupled to the application content mapping 
module(detailed description) and an extensible module capable of including predefined 
data descriptors and data formatting logic(paragraph 0047) and predefined tag 
information(product identifiers) as well as mapping logic for automatically mapping index 
information of the first data format into tag information of the second data 
format(detailed description) as well as a server coupled to the XML content mapper and 
a plurality of goods and services catalog residing in a database in the server each of 
catalogs comprising unique goods and services identification parameters and an XML 
content translator and a document exchange framework module coupled to the content 
mapping module( Detailed description) as well as the application content configuration 
module being capable of being an executable text file. Rivera does not specifically teach 
retrieving XML content wherein said retrieving comprises mapping tags of the first XML 
data format to tags of a second XML data format to determine corresponding data 
objects as well as presenting the retrieved XML content according to a write out flag 
wherein said write out flag indicates whether or not a corresponding data object or 
attribute is to be presented. Katz teaches this(Abstract)(Fig2)(Fig 3A)(Fig 3B)(Fig 5)(Fig 
7A/1 38/1 40/1 42/1 44/1 46)(Fig 7B/1 86/1 84/1 82/1 80/1 78/1 76)(Fig 7D) as well as 
analyzing internal and external data(claim 1)(claim 91) and utilizing alerts(claim 18) 
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according to customizable conditions(claim 19) as well as processing data into software 
modules wherein one or more software modules processing a first action of a workflow 
process into a second action of a workflow process(claims 129-131 ).Katz further 
teaches messaging which may incorporate tags(paragraph 0068). Katz further teaches 
embodiments of data both internal and external(paragraphs 0086-0129) as well as 
generating documents that can be passed as input to any of the systems that utilize 
internal data(paragraph 140) and generating a document that can be passed as input to 
any of the systems that contain external data(paragraph 141)and generating output in a 
format suitable for direct input to any of the systems that contain internal 
data(paragraph 142) and generating output in a form suitable for direct input to any of 
the systems that contain external data(paragraph 143).Katz also teaches mapping and 
transformation of data(paragraph 0180) whereby a transformation of mapping data from 
source objects to target objects and applying conversions to the data(paragraph 0180) 
and a transform modu!e(176) that generates scripts that perform the loading. This 
mapping and data transformation incorporates retrieving XML content wherein said 
retrieving comprises mapping of the first XML data format to that of a second XML data 
format to determine corresponding data objects as well as presenting the retrieved XML 
content.This mapping may incorporate tagging for identification. Katz also teaches 
internal data is formatted in XML as well as a transform module that aggregates and 
normalizes the XML data so that extracted internal data conforms to a format 
compatible with the schema in the discover database(paragraphs 0190-0194) as well as 
for external data(paragraphs 0205) which may include third party formatting. 
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Additionally Katz further teaches that the load module must identify the appropriate 
destination of internal and external data (paragraph 0213).Katz teaches matching 
internal products with external products which requires tagging(paragraph 0246-0247). 
It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
combine Rivera in view of Katz to utilize a write out flag as a marker which indicates 
whether or not a corresponding data object or attribute is to be presented to teach the 
disclosure. The motivation to combine is to teach an electronic purchasing system 
which integrates external and internal data required by companies to gain insights into 
business demands and requirements as enunciated by Katz(page 2 (0010)). 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicants arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the additional 
grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

10. THIS ACTION IS MADE NON-FINAL 

**************************************************************** 

Questions regarding this communication may be addressed to the primary examiner, 
Dr. Geoffrey Akers, P.E., who can be contacted at (703)-306-5844 between the hours of 
6:30 AM and 5:00 PM Monday through Friday. If attempts to reach the primary 
examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner'supervisor, Mr. Vincent Millin, may be 
telephoned at (703)-308-1065. 

DR. GEOFFREY R. AKERS, P.E. 
PRIMARY EXAMMER 




